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Message from Mr Marwan Lahoud, Chairman of GIFAS 

 
(Groupement des Industries françaises Aéronautiques et Spatiale 

 as for the French aerospace industries association) 

 

 

The Singapore Air Show is certainly one of the most important events in 
aerospace and defense in South-East Asia. For this reason, it is a great privilege 
for France to be the Feature Country this year and we are proud to come with 
more than 50 French companies.  

 

France is home to some of the world’s leading aerospace companies and the 
French supply-chain is well-known for its cutting edge technologies and high 
quality manufacturing processes. French aerospace companies cover the whole 
range of specialties in the aerospace industry in the civil and in the military field, 
from aircraft, helicopters, engines, missiles, weapons, satellites and launch 
systems, to UAV, large aerospace, defence and security systems, equipment, 
subassemblies and associates software applications. 

 

Our companies have a long history of involvement and industrial relationship in 
Singapore and in the whole of South-East Asia.  They accompany the growth of 
air traffic and provide the armed forces of the region with their best products to 
insure peace and security for all. The French companies are actively seeking to 
expand their business across South East Asia, and particularly in Singapore, 
where there is a great understanding of innovation and value.  

 

I invite all the professional visitors of the Show to visit the French Pavilion, with 
its 50 companies. They will have a great opportunity to meet potential French 
partners. The relationship developed at this trade show will certainly help 
increase economic growth and create jobs for the benefits of all. I wish a great 
success to the Singapore Air show. Its commitment to excellence is essential to 
the development of a true cooperation between our industries. 

  

 

 

 

Marwan Lahoud 

Chairman of GIFAS 
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The GIFAS 
 

GIFAS, the French aerospace industries association, is a trade organisation comprising 

366 members, from major prime contractors and system suppliers to small specialist 

companies. They cover the full spectrum of skills from the design, development and 

production of aerospace systems and equipment to maintenance and operation. 

Activities extend from civil and military aircraft and helicopters to engines, missiles, 

UAV, spacecraft and launch vehicles, plus major systems, equipment, subassemblies, 

associated software, defence and security electronics systems. 

 

GIFAS organises the world’s premier aerospace event, the International Paris Air Show 

Le Bourget, held every two years : 130 billion USD of orders announced, 2,303 

exhibitors from 48 countries, 4,359 journalists from all over the World. 

296 official delegations (civil and defense) from 91 countries.  

The 51st Paris Air Show Le Bourget will be held from 19th to 25st June 2017. 

 

GIFAS represents a sector with a turnover of €50.7bn and generates a trade surplus 

(€23.6bn in 2014). This industry of excellence and innovation exports 82% of its made-

in-France production; it ploughs the equivalent of 14% of its revenues back into R&D.  

GIFAS members employ 180,000 people in France and recruited 10,000 in 2015. 

 

Active members fall into three categories: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Onboard equipment 
manufacturers who are 

part of GEAD 
 
Daher,  
Goodrich Actuation 
Systems, 
Latécoère, 
Liebherr Aerospace 
Toulouse  
Lisi Aerospace, 
Messier-Bugatti-Dowty,  
Nexeya, 
Ratier-Figeac, 
Sagem, 
Stelia Aerospace, 
Zodiac Aerospace, 
Etc.  

SMEs belong to the 
AERO-PME Committee, 
a group set up 
specifically to defend 
the interests of French 
aerospace companies 
 
AAA, ABC, A-NSE, 
Air Cost Control, 
Aquarese, BeAM, 
Défi Group, Factem, 
Finaero, FSH Welding, 
GMI Aéro,  
Jacques Dubois, 
Mapaero, Nicomatic, 
Nyco, 
PSD Aéro, Secamic, 
Socomore, Spring 
Technologies, Trigo, 
UUDS, etc… 

Prime contractors and 
large systems suppliers 

 
Airbus, Group 
Airbus, 
Airbus Defence & Space, 
Airbus Helicopters, 
Air France Industries, 
ATR,  
Arianespace, 
Dassault Aviation, 
MBDA,  
Groupe Safran, 
Thales, 
Thales Alenia Space 
Etc… 
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French footprint in South East Asia 

 France is « feature country » at SA 2016. A press conference will be held on February 

16th at 4pm at Room 4 Hall exhibition. 

 The French delegation includes the French Minister of Transport Mr Alain Vidalies 
and the French Chief of Air Force Staff General André Lanata, Benjamin Dubertret 
French Ambassador, Stephane Reb DGA/DI, and over 20 CEOs from the industry, 

60 companies, the biggest French pavilion ever (449sqm, double deck) : AAA Dornier, 

ABC, A-NSE, Air Cost Control, Air France Industries, Air Liquide, Alkan,  

Arv (Alpha-Num), Aquarese, Aubert & Duval, BeAM, Bolloré Logistics, Climats, Cnes, 

Daher, DCI, Dedienne Aerospace, Defi Group, Eca / Esfe, Exxelia, Factem, Finaero,  

FSH Welding, GMI Aero, Hexcel, Jacques Dubois, Lacroix, Latécoère, Lmb, Mapaero, 

Nexeya, Nicomatic, Nyco, Price Induction, Paris Saint-Denis Aéro, Rafaut, Revima, 

Sabena technics, Safran, Secamic, Socomore, Sophia Conseil, Spring Technologies, 

Stelia Aerospace, Techman-Head, Titeflex, TLD Asia, Toulouse Air Spares, Trescal, Trigo, 

UUDS, Win MS, Zodiac Aerospace. 

And also Airbus Group, ATR, CFM, MBDA et Thales. 

 French aircraft 
2 Rafale (in flight demonstration) 
1 A400M (Malaysian Air Force) 
1 A350 (in flight demonstration) 
1 Falcon 7X 
1 Falcon 2000XLS 
1 TBM 900 (Daher Socata) 
Airbus Helicopters : H130, H135, H140  
 

 A long lasting cooperation 

The French industrial footprint in Singapore has been growing since the 70’s : 

 more than 2000 employees are working in 30 French subsidiaries,  

 still ongoing: early 2016, Sabena Technics and Turbomeca will inaugurate their new 

facilities,  

 R&D activities: joint funds and researchers (ONERA&DSO) at Saclay (France), Airbus 

Innovations and Thales R&T centers in Singapore). In the case of SONDRA, funds 

coming from our MoDs have been leading to the development and production of 

radars used for border control and might have in the future also civil applications, 

 Exports: shared patents and co-developed products benefit both the French and 

Singaporean economies. 

 A new network : SEAFAN (South East Asian French Aerospace Network) : 

GIFAS office in ASEAN opened in October 2015. 75 members based in South East Asia 
or France, big players, equipment manufacturers and SMEs. 
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Why is Singapore so attractive ? 
 
 

Singapore, a hugely important market: 
- For aircraft manufacturers, with several dynamic Asian airlines as well as its own 
flagship airline, Singapore Airlines. Airbus anticipates that the Asia-Pacific region will 
take delivery of 10,940 aircraft in the next twenty years, representing a market of 
$1,800 billion. This figure accounts for 37% of the world market in volume terms, and 
42% in value terms. 
- In the defence sector, many companies have very large research and production 
facilities (600 employees at Thales in 2014 and sales of €400 million). 
 

MRO - a growth sector 

With an average annual growth rate of 10% in the aerospace sector in the last twenty 
years, Singapore is the maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) market leader in Asia, 
with almost 20,000 people employed in the sector. Indeed, Singapore accounts for a 
quarter of the Asia-Pacific aircraft maintenance market. With more than 100 aerospace 
companies to its name, the country is particularly well equipped to meet demand in 
the MRO sector. The main players offer the full range of MRO services from engine 
overhaul to aircraft conversion. Although aircraft construction has accounted for just 
10% of the industry's revenues in the last eight years, it is nonetheless a strategic 
sector for the country. Indeed, the Asia-Pacific region is set to triple its fleet to 13,500 
aircraft by 2030. 
 

Singapore, the industrial and financial heart of South-East Asia  
- Singapore is third in the global GDP per capita ranking (source IMF), behind Qatar and 
Luxembourg. 
- Its economy is based on banking and financial services (second in Asia for financial 
services after Japan), trade, shipping (world's second biggest port after Shanghai), 
tourism, shipbuilding and oil refining (world's third biggest refiner).  
- The Singaporean government has two sovereign wealth funds: Temasek Holdings set 
up in 1974 and the Government of Singapore Investment Corporation (GIC) established 
in 1981. 
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 AIRBUS 
 
 
Airbus Group will have a major presence at this year’s Singapore Air Show, highlighting 
its full range of products covering the commercial aircraft, helicopter, defence and 
space markets. Top executives from across the Group will attend the show and the 
company will display five aircraft, including the new A350-900 long range airliner, the 
latest generation A400M military transporter – making its debut in Singapore – and 
three of its latest light helicopter models, the H145, H130 and H135. 
 
In the commercial market, the A350 XWB is set to take centre-stage in the flying 
display, and will also be on static display throughout the week. Since entering service 
one year ago, the A350 XWB is setting new standards of efficiency and comfort in the 
mid-size wide-body market and has been especially successful in the Asia-Pacific 
region, where 13 airlines have already ordered the aircraft. Information on the A350 
XWB and the entire Airbus product line, ranging from 100 to over 500 seats, will be 
available at the Airbus Group stand. Visitors will also be able to obtain details on the 
growing number of Airbus services available in the Asian region, covering training, 
maintenance and tailored technical support programmes. 
 
Airbus Defence & Space will be present with the A400M new generation airlifter and 
highlighting a wide range of defence and space products for the strongly growing Asian 
market. The market- leading C295ASW anti-submarine warfare aircraft with its 
proprietary FITS mission system, and the record-breaking, solar-powered, Zephyr High 
Altitude Pseudo-Satellite (HAPS) unmanned system will also be presented. 
 
As the world’s number one telecommunications satellites manufacturer and 
observation satellites exporter, Airbus Defence & Space has continuously been a 
reliable and close partner to the Asian space ecosystem as prime manufacturer 
(Singapore, Vietnam, Malaysia, Thailand) or equipment provider (Singapore, Korea, 
Japan) for Geostationary and Low Earth Orbit spacecraft. Asia is a growth market for its 
Space Systems business line, which sees strong demand for a broad range of 
telecommunications and Earth observation satellites based on the AstroBus-S platform, 
which will be exhibited in model form at the show. 
The Airbus Foundation – together with the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies – will hold a briefing inside the Royal Malaysian Air Force’s A400M, explaining 
key requirements for successful disaster relief missions. Highlighted are products and 
services for such operations with a focus on the assets transport aircraft such as the 
A400M can bring in humanitarian crisis. The briefing will be accompanied by a 
humanitarian display. A dedicated media invite for this event will be published shortly. 
 
Show visitors will be able to get first-hand experience of Airbus Helicopters’ H130, 
H135 and H145 portfolio on the static display. These state-of-the-art light helicopters 
have diverse uses ranging from tourism and business applications to public services, 
search and rescue and helicopter emergency medical services. In addition, visitors to 
the Group’s stand will be able to view scale models of the NH90 and H225M military 
transport helicopters and obtain comprehensive information on the complete product 
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line offered by the world’s leading manufacturer of rotary wing aircraft. 
 
 

 AIRBUS 
 
 
Airbus Group will also host its annual University Partner Programme event in Singapore 
on 17-18 February. A total of 19 universities from this worldwide network will attend 
this two-day event to plan the next steps of their collaboration with Airbus Group. 
Tailoring the academic offer to the Group’s competence needs will be at the centre of 
discussions with a special focus on innovation. Partnership agreements will be signed 
during the week. Also during the week, selected students from three universities will 
participate to the second “Link the Top” edition, an international exchange programme 
between ISAE, IISc Bangalore and National University of Singapore to discover different 
universities and Airbus Group facilities. 
 
Furthermore, Airbus Group HR and business representatives will be present on 
18-19 February at the Aerocampus booth on the Singapore Air Show to meet with 
candidates interested in career opportunities in Customer Support, Customer Services, 
Maintenance, and Engineering. 
 
 
 
Contacts:  

Martin Agüera +49 (175) 227 4369  
Sean Lee (Airbus) +65 9654 5761  
Priscilla Yip (Airbus Helicopters) +65 9660 7040  
Kieran Daly (Airbus Defence & Space) +34 689 669 661 
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 THALES 
 
 
Established in 1973, Thales has been present in Singapore for over 40 years, providing 
state-of-the-art solutions for customers in the aerospace, defence, security and 
transportation (S&T) domains. Thales today employs over 600 people in the country. 
The Group has grown from strength to strength, building up industrial capabilities in 
the fields of security and transportation. Thales is also a long- term provider of defence 
solutions for the Singapore Armed Forces (SAF). On the civil front, Thales in Singapore 
has a strong foothold in the aerospace market, delivering sophisticated systems to key 
customers in Singapore and throughout Asia. 
 

Research & Technology 
Thales has a strong commitment to further Singapore’s goal as a regional centre for 
innovation. In Singapore, Thales runs a Research & Technology (R&T) centre with the 
aim of complementing and leveraging Singapore’s strong eco-system as a research and 
development hub. The centre develops cutting-edge technical solutions to meet local 
requirements and consequently enhances Thales’ product portfolios. As the Singapore-
based platform for localising Thales technologies, it facilitates the transfer of technical 
knowledge from Europe to Singapore and serves as an effective interface between 
Thales experts, Singapore researchers and end-users. 
 

Local cooperation 
Thales has boosted its local presence by collaborating closely with partners and 
customers. The Group has also developed several strategic academic partnerships in 
Singapore as testament to its commitment to the future. 
 

 In 2009, Thales established a joint research laboratory with the Nanyang 
Technological University (NTU) and the French National Centre of Scientific 
Research (CNRS). Named CINTRA (CNRS International – NTU – Thales Research 
Alliance), the lab fosters research in nanotechnologies for electronics, 
photonics, and related applications. 
 

 In 2015, Thales extended its relationship with NTU in an alliance with the 
University and Thales Alenia Space. This has seen the creation of an additional 
laboratory, S4TIN (Smart Small Satellite Systems –Thales In NTU). The lab 
continues to develop new concepts and technologies for systems used on 
micro and nano-satellites. 

 

 Thales also has an on-going Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Ngee 
Ann Polytechnic; an academic cooperation between the two parties. 
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 THALES 
 
The Group has also launched an invaluable Thales Innovation Hub in the country to 
further develop its expertise in a host of demanding domains. 

 

 In 2014, in line with its continuous focus on research and technology, Thales 
inaugurated an Innovation Hub located at its country headquarters in Changi. 
The Hub engages customers and partners in user-centred innovation, enabling 
cross-functional collaborations in co-designing, prototyping and testing new 
concepts across areas ranging from defence and maritime security, to 
aerospace, air traffic management and smart cities. 

 

 In 2014, Thales forged a partnership with the Singapore University of 
Technology & Design (SUTD) to strengthen its capabilities at the Innovation 
Hub. By hosting interns from SUTD and participating in SUTD’s Capstone 
Programme (an integrated design project for senior year undergraduate 
students), Thales aims to attain fresh perspectives on innovation challenges 
and grow the pool of design-conscious engineering talents in Singapore. 
 

 Aerospace 

Thales is recognised as a key partner for aerospace solutions, providing avionics and in-
flight entertainment systems on-board world-renowned airlines in Asia-Pacific. 
The avionics business started in Singapore in the early 1980s to support the expansion 
of the Airbus Group in Asia-Pacific. As the main entry point and hub for Asia-Pacific 
today, activities in Singapore include Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul (MRO) for 
avionics and In-Flight Entertainment (IFE) equipment. Since then, the business has 
expanded its production capacity in avionics and both commercial & military 
aerospace. 
 
The avionics production facility in Singapore manufactures key systems for the Airbus 
A320, A350 and Boeing B787 fleets, including flight control computer displays and 
electrical systems. This equipment is supplied to partners and customers region- wide. 
In 2012, Thales avionics equipment, manufactured in Singapore, was selected to equip 
the fleets of regional airlines China Southern Airlines and Philippine Airlines. In 2013, 
Silk Air - the regional airline of Singapore Airlines - selected Thales Avionics BFE 
package for their fleet of twenty-three Boeing 737NG aircraft. The package consisted of 
TCAS associated Mode S Transponders, LRRA (Low Range Radio Altimeter), SATCOM, 
Survival ELT AS and L3-COM Recorders. 
Thales has delivered sophisticated Air Traffic Management (ATM) systems to the Civil 
Aviation Authority of Singapore (CAAS). In 2014, Singapore inaugurated the new 
Singapore Air Traffic Control Centre (SATCC), which uses Thales’ LORADS III as a key Air 
Traffic Management system. 
From Singapore, Thales continues to provide a wide range of support and services for 
avionics in the regional civil aerospace market, from maintenance services and parts 
distribution to standard exchanges, access to spares pools, pre-owned equipment 
trading and full component availability packages. 
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 THALES 
 

 Transportation 

The Singaporean transportation sector exhibits Thales as a market leader in the fields 
of ticketing and signalling solutions, as established through recent Ground 
Transportation Systems (GTS) contracts. 
In 2011, the Land Transport Authority (LTA) selected Thales for its revenue collection 
systems for the Downtown Line and for the upgrade of its SCADA system on the North-
East Line for the Singapore Mass Rapid Transit (MRT) system. 
In 2012, Thales was awarded two major re-signalling upgrade contracts for the North-
South and East-West Lines and for the Tuas West Extension. Thales had previously 
supplied revenue collection systems for the North-East and Circle lines. 
In December 2013, Thales opened a regional integration centre in Singapore for urban 
rail, integrated communications & supervision systems. The centre will focus on 
innovative developments based on Thales’ world-leading SelTrac® Communication-
Based Train Control (CBTC) solution and its versatile ATSSoft supervision flagship 
platform. 
In January 2015, Thales was awarded a contract for the design and manufacturing for 
signalling, communications and an Operational Control Centre (OCC) for Taiwan’s Light 
Rail Transit (LRT) project in the city of Danhai. Through this project, Thales extends its 
transportation footprint in the region with cutting-edge urban transportation 
technology and integration expertise developed and initiated in Singapore. 
 

 Defence 
Thales has been providing the Singapore Armed Forces with equipment in air defence, 
communications and naval sensors, and continues to be a partner in helping keep 
Singapore safe and secure. 
The Republic of Singapore Navy’s frigate RSS Formidable (68) is fitted with Thales’ 
Herkales radar (Credit – US Navy) 
In 2000, the Singapore Navy agreed a contract for the acquisition of six RSS Formidable 
frigates, which are equipped with Thales’ Herkales radars. A multifunctional system 
operating in S band, the solution performs simultaneous long-range air and surface 
surveillance for wide-area protection, providing effective naval air defence support. 
Thales continues to work closely with the government of Singapore, lending its 
expertise to develop cutting-edge defence technologies with its research arms DSO 
National Laboratories and the Future Systems & Technology Directorate. 
 

 Security 

On the Homeland Protection front, Thales has been working with the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) since 1995. It was awarded significant contracts by the Singapore Police 
Force and Singapore Civil Defence Force to develop their Operational Command & 
Control Centres in incident management, and by the Police Coast Guard in coastal 
surveillance. 
In 2010, in the field of Critical Infrastructure Protection, Thales was awarded a contract 
for airport apron surveillance by Changi Airport Group. From Singapore, Thales has also 
provided its ClearSea C2 software application for maritime safety and security systems, 
as well system integration for coastal surveillance and security projects for customers 
in South-East Asia, Congo and Mexico. 
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Matt Pothecary – Head of Communication – (01) 57 77 87 00 
 

 Safran in Singapore 
 
 

Singapore is a prime MRO (maintenance, repair and overhaul) hub for both civil and 
military aircraft, based on its central location in the Asia-Pacific, its extensive 
infrastructure, and a highly qualified labour force. Safran has operated in Singapore for 
over 20 years, in particular developing strong partners with major local players, such as 
Singapore Airlines. Safran and its local partners have set up two joint ventures to date, 
dedicated to MRO services for landing gear, hydraulics, braking systems, electronics 
and other aircraft equipment. 
 

Safran now has about 700 employees in eight companies (subsidiaries or joint 
ventures) based in Singapore : 
 

 Safran Singapore Pte Ltd., which coordinates local operations. 

 Safran Electronics Asia Pte Ltd., a joint venture created in January 2010 with SIAEC. 
This company provides customer support and MRO services for aircraft electrical, 
electromechanical and electronic equipment, radio and radar systems, FDR/ CVR, 
batteries, sensors, lights, ventilation control, etc. 

 Turbomeca Asia Pacific is a local subsidiary of Turbomeca, the world leader for 
helicopter engines. Turbomeca Asia Pacific was founded in Singapore over 20 years 
ago. It supports some 900 engines deployed by 180 operators through its 
Singapore-based subsidiary Turbomeca Asia Pacific (TAP), which has recently 
moved to a new location in the Seletar Aerospace Park. The new facility adds 
capacity for the maintenance and overhaul of Turbomeca engines operated in the 
region. It also houses a qualified technical training centre. The company counts 65 
employees. TAP covers 17 countries (Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Philippines, 
South-Korea, Taiwan, India). 

 
Messier-Bugatti-Dowty has 2 entities (and 1 commercial team) in Singapore providing 
MRO, Customers, Sales and Logistic support for the Asian Pacific region: 
 

 Messier Services Asia Pte Ltd., a joint venture with SIA Engineering Company 
(SIAEC), the maintenance subsidiary of Singapore Airlines, that provides extensive 
MRO services for a wide range of aircraft landing gear systems and associated 
components. 

 Messier-Bugatti-Dowty Singapore Pte Ltd. is in charge of customer support for 
landing gear on aircraft deployed by operators in the Asia-Pacific region. 
Messier-Bugatti-Dowty, a commercial team for the sales of Wheels and Brakes for 
the Asian Pacific Region.  
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 Safran in Singapore 
 
 
A key role in the regional market 
Through its security subsidiary Morpho, Safran has been active in the Asia-Pacific 
region for two decades, supplying reliable security solutions for police forces, as well as 
secure identification documents to several governments. 
Its local subsidiary in Singapore, Morpho Cards (Singapore) Pte Ltd., is a leading 
supplier of solutions for digital security and smart transactions. The company shapes 
the markets for telecommunications, payment and identity access management in the 
APAC region. 
 
 

 
 
 

Contact press : Catherine Malek (01) 40 60 80 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Safran Singapore 
(representative office) 
Turbomeca Asia Pacific 

Morpho Cards (Singapore) 

Messier Services Asia 
Safran Electronics Asia 
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 ZODIAC AEROSPACE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
World leader in aerospace equipment and systems on board commercial, regional and business 
aircraft as well as helicopters, Zodiac Aerospace is also a key player in air safety. 
 

Mastering the elements since 1896 
In its earliest days, Zodiac contributed to the development of aeronautics by designing hot-air 
balloons and airplanes. True to its pioneering and innovative spirit, Zodiac invented the 
concept of the airship in the 1930s, eventually leading to the company’s international 
expansion in the 1970s. 
This period also marked a turning point for the company with its gradual redeployment into 
aerospace. 
In 2007, the Group refocused its core business and sold its Marine businesses. 
Today, Zodiac Aerospace is concentrating all its potential and technological lead on aerospace. 
  

Advances in aerospace equipment and systems 
Based on an internal and external growth strategy, Zodiac Aerospace is continuing its 
development to ensure constant advances in its businesses. With robust industrial and 
management processes, Zodiac Aerospace’s technological expertise is based on three core 
business lines: comfort and life on board aircraft, onboard systems, and safety on the ground 
and in-flight; and they are grouped into five business segments – Zodiac Cabin & Structures, 
Zodiac Seats, Zodiac Galleys & Equipment, Zodiac Aircraft Systems, Zodiac Aerosafety, 
supplemented by the dedicated after-sales business of Zodiac Services. 
  
Altogether, the Zodiac Aerospace businesses employ 30,000 people worldwide and work with 
clients throughout the world, offering a comprehensive range of products and services to 
respond to new challenges in aerospace. 
  
Responding to new challenges in aerospace 
Zodiac Aerospace aims to anticipate and support the needs of its clients by responding to the 
new challenges of the market. For example, the Group is increasingly involved as a full systems 
integrator through to certification, enhancing its products and services in various areas, such 
as: 
 

- Reducing the weight and bulk of onboard equipment and systems to improve aircraft 
performance. 

- Developing ergonomic, modular concepts to improve maintenance and productivity. 
- Expanding its range of after-sales services for airline companies. 
- Introducing new functions and designs, and comprehensive and integrated cabin solutions 
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 that make a real difference in the marketplace and optimize the airlines’ revenues. 
- Developing new safety systems that contribute to improving the safety of air travel. 

Press contact : Pierre-Anthony Vastra (01) 61 34 25 68 
 
 
 
 
 

Marwan LAHOUD, Chairman of GIFAS 

 

Chief Strategy & International Officer, 

Member of the Group Executive Committee of 

Airbus Group 

 
 
 

Marwan Lahoud, born on March 6, 1966, is since 2007 Chief Strategy & International 
Officer, Member of Group Executive Committee of Airbus Group. 
Prior to re-joining EADS (now Airbus Group), M. Lahoud had run MBDA as Chief 
Executive Officer since January 2003.  
M. Lahoud began his career at the French Defence procurement agency DGA 
(Délégation générale pour l’armement) in 1989 at the Landes test range.  
In 1994, he took on a new role as Deputy Director Missiles and Space Systems.  
In 1995, M. Lahoud was appointed as Advisor to the French Ministry of Defence for 
Industrial Affairs, Research and Weapons, where he was responsible for the industrial 
consolidation programmes rolled out in February 1996.  
In May 1998, he joined Aerospatiale as Vice President Development where he was 
responsible for negotiating agreements with Groupe Lagardère for the Aerospatiale-
Matra Hautes Technologies merger.  
In June 1999, he was appointed Senior Vice President Strategy and Planning for 
Aerospatiale Matra, where he also served as Senior Vice President Military Affairs.  
After the foundation of EADS in 2000, M. Lahoud was appointed Senior Vice President 
Mergers & Acquisitions. During his tenure, he oversaw the creation of Airbus, MBDA, 
Astrium and EDSN.  
 
M. Lahoud is a "Officier dans l’Ordre de la Légion d’Honneur" ; Chief Weapons 
Engineer of the French Army and alumnus of prestigious French engineering school 
Ecole Polytechnique; engineering graduate of French aeronautics and space institute 
Ecole nationale supérieure de l’aéronautique et de l’espace.  
 
He is also: 
- chairman of the GIFAS (Groupement des Industries Françaises Aéronautiques et 

Spatiales), 
- member of the BPCE Supervisory Board since 2009 (renewed in 2015) - chairman 

of the Audit and Risk Committee from 2009 to 2015, chairman of the Audit 
Committee and member of the Risk Committee since 2015, 

- member of the Board of Ecole Polytechnique, 
- member of the Board of AX (Association of former students and graduates of the 

Ecole Polytechnique), 
- Member of the Executive Board of MEDEF,  
- and former member of Technip’s Board of Directors.  
 
Marwan Lahoud is married and has one child. 

 


